if wounds could
heal

Text and photos by Christoph Otto

The terror attacks on the World Trade Center in New York
took away that which was most important for thousands
of people: their family members, friends and their
confidence. Over 3000 people died due to the attacks

and thousands more from the consequences. The famous
towers disappeared forever. After the 11th of September
2001 nothing was as it had been before. Today the place
is an expression of grief and of a new beginning, with the
new buildings now a tourist magnet. We met people in
New York whose life took an abrupt turn on the 11th of
September. This story tells of how the day changed their
lives and how they have come to terms with this.
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This is one of the last getaway stairs, which enabled the retreat from the World Trade Center for many people on September 11th, 2001. Now its.rer
some 10 000 exhibits in the Memorial Museum. ‘ . :.-
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Together with his colleagues the fireman Dave Steinhauser of }l)e 124th Fire
Department saved the lives of hundreds of people. However, the time after the
attacks was hard for him to bear: "We went to funerals every day."
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Claire Alvarez, a young visitor to the Ground-Zero Museum, looks at toys w were

found in the rubble of the Twin Towers.
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RSive and secure building wa rIdwiqé'f-" Steel constructions and bulletproof glass protect it from further terroris
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For a long time, the area measuring 6,5 hectares was called Ground Zero, a free-
zing point of death, a zone of nothing. Yet after 15 years, the quarter has re-
emerged. With its 541 meters height, the new tower is the highest building in
the western world.
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~ The entrance to the new subway station at Ground-Zero looks like thefossmzed:?ﬁhes of a dinosaur on the outside as well. It is the work of the Spanish star architect Santiago
_ Calatrava. The building costs of almost 4 billion Dollars, the same amount as t[ﬂﬁe of the One World Trade Center itself, make it the most expensive station in the world.
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The new underground station is strongly suggestive of the fossilized skeleton of a type of dinosaur called Oculus. It is designed by the Spanish top architect Santiago Calatrava.
The building costs of almost 4 billion Dollars, the same amount as those of the One World Trade Center itself, make it the most expensive station in the world.



The underground entrances to the new One World Trade Center have been kept filigree too, here seen from the new subway station.



of the entrance halls at the new One World Trade Center.

s which have been reduced to slits on security grounds: A peak into o

Hardly any light falls from the narrow wi




For rent in the most expensive building in the world: A conference room on the 63rd floor of the One World Trade Center.



In the foyer, the visitors are greeted by the Voices of America. Construction workers involved in the building talk of the “One World Trade Center” as an adventure. the present
builders on the World Trade Center site are proud to be making their contribution to a new beginning. They belong to the ten thousands of workers in rebuilding the tower.
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The new viewing platform on the 102nd floor, the One World Observatory, is a magnet for tourists. The Buzz is one of the hlghllghts amongst the. many multl-medla
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Those behind it say: “With the new tower we are looking forward. Wk : 'back. This is the rebirth of New York Our slogan is‘see. forqvg*.__.
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The fastest lifts in the western hemisphere take us to the 102nd floor, to the new viewing platform called the One World Observatory. Then the curtain opens to reveal
which could be called one of the most spectacular views from the tallest building of the occident.



Harry Roland, an eye-witness of the terror attacks aimed at the World Trade Center,
now tells the adults and children what happened.

from the Uri:dergroun station built by Calatrava toone of the two water basins called
‘the foot prints of the twin towers'. In the background the skyline of Lower Manhattan.

“Fromt ion platform of the new One Wch;ade Cénter one s view goes : !
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s part of a visit to the museum: Souvenir coffee mugs in memory of the attacks.
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